Dear Friend,
We are writing to you because we hope you share our passion and love for the enchanting and wise game of International Checkers.  If you have been actively following the development of the game in the USA for the recent decade, you then probably know its current gloomy state of events.  For those who stayed out of the loop, this is a brief summary.

Until few years ago, the official organization representing USA players of International Checkers in the world organization FMJD was AICS – American International Checkers Society.  As such, this organization was responsible among other things, for organizing yearly tournaments for a title of US Champion and for delegating best players to participate in the Pan-American and world championships.  Unfortunately, with the sicknesses and deaths of many good organizers of the past, AICS gradually reduced its activities until eventually, following sad events of hurricane Katrina with most of AICS administration living in Mississippi and New Orleans area, completely stopped any communication with members and failed to organize the US Championship of 2007.  Its members lost a chance to get together to enjoy the game and compete, and to get our strongest players to attend the international competitions.
In that trying time, few prominent players and checker lovers stand up to save the future of our game.  They asked old AICS board repeatedly for cooperation with no success, while many ordinary AICS members enthusiastically supported them.  Thus, in lieu of any other alternatives, a new organization – International Checkers Association of North America, or simply, ICAONA was born to replace lifeless AICS.  During the first meeting, Dr. Joseph Leon Paul and Kolman Turiy were elected its first president and vice president.  Starting literally from scratch, with no support from government or former AICS, ICAONA has achieved noteworthy results in its first two years:

· Created an official USA non-for-profit organization with all subsequent rights and responsibilities

· Received recognition of both Pan-Am federation and FMJD (world federation)
· Acquired initial funds from generous donations of its members and friends and bought supplies of boards, checkers and clocks 
· Conducted two tournaments: USA championship of 2007 and Open USA – first international tournament on the USA soil!

· Created a first website (currently moved to http://www.icaona.org)

Even more ambitious plans were ahead: hosting world championship among senior players, organizing children’s checkers clubs, but all of them were cut short by a sudden death of Kolman Turiy on April 28, 2009.  Kolman was a well-known and loved checker player, composer of checkers endings and organizer who was a driving force behind almost every ICAONA success.  His untimely departure was a hard blow for ICAONA.  On the day of his funeral several of his checker friends and ICAONA members vowed not to let the newly born organization, his latest baby to vanish sharing the fate of former AICS.  So, to prove that ICAONA can survive and succeed, they decided to organize its 3rd event – 2nd Open USA International Tournament, now in respect to Kolman’s achievements being named Kolman Turiy Memorial.  The honorable desire for this tournament is to surpass previous years by organizing bigger event, with more participants from more countries, press coverage, higher prizes – what would have made Kolman very happy and proud if he were still with us.  
Reality is, however, rather grim.  With current failed USA economy, it will be even more difficult to find sponsors than it was in the past.  Another scarce resource is people.  Many past active members are either fighting severe health problems (we wish everyone speedy recovery), or having other personal crisis to deal with.  ICAONA badly needs someone (or even few people) as active as Kolman to take his place in the organization.  We fear that without finding a worthy replacement and help from the community, these plans cannot be accomplished. 
This letter is our last cry for help. Before you throw it away, please know – this is also YOUR last chance.  Today the fate of international checkers movement in the United States depends on you.  If you care about this game enough to read this letter and would like to show your support, than please do so now.  Don’t be naïve to expect that there will be someone else who will step in to help.   It happened once, but not likely will happen again.  
Now, it’s your time to decide if you want checker organization to exist in this country.  If you stopped playing because of your busy lifestyle or other activities, perhaps, you’d like to find a little time to catch up once in a while.  If you have some past grudges and disagreements, we urge you to leave them behind – ICAONA shall be the place to make amends with old friends and meet the new ones who are as much checker addicts as you are.   Today you have a chance to help build the new organization – a home for everyone to enjoy and feel welcomed in.  If you were not happy about some old rules, come aboard and help make the new ones!  Remember, today is your chance to decide whether you want to participate and help, and if you chose not to – tomorrow may be too late…
You may ask, how can I help?  Well, there are actually many ways:
· If you haven’t done so yet, become a member – help us grow!  Your benefits will provide discounted tournament entrance fees, logistic support to go to tournaments abroad, member-only content on our website.  You will get a right to vote for major ICAONA decisions and elections. We kept the membership fees at the same low amount they were during AICS times: $35.    
· Whether you are an existing member, you want to become one, or just wish to help one time, please send us your donation.  We will gratefully accept any amount, be it one dollar or one thousand.  In addition to allow us to grow and provide more benefits for our members, your donation will make a statement to us and to yourself that you care about our cause.  Due to ICAONA non-profit status all donations and membership fees are tax-deductible.
· Consider to participate in Kolman Turiy Memorial tournament.  If you have known Kolman personally, it is the good way to celebrate his memory and support the cause that was very dear to him.

· If you can’t donate money, consider some volunteer work to help out – we need a lot of free hands! You can choose to help with organizing events (this or other tournaments), post website information, keep correspondence, etc.  
Please contact us by phone, mail, e-mail or by our website if you would like to help. 
We are looking forward to hearing from you and to see you on Open USA 2009 in Florida! 

Organization committee of Open USA 2009:

Robert Capriata, Dr. Joseph Leon Paul, Alex Rudnitsky, Luba Turiy

www.icaona.org ∙ (718) 434-1011 ∙ (631) 470-0555 ∙ leomds@aol.com ∙ ltur@optonline.net 
Please make your check payable to ICAONA at 3621 Glenwood Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210
